[Connective tissue pathology in patients with aneurysms of the cerebral arteries (Ehlers-Danlos syndrome)].
Results of morphological examination of the skin and vessels in patients with large and giant brain artery aneurysms are presented. Ehlers-Danlos syndrome (type IV) was diagnosed in half of the cases; very thin skin and vessel walls, the disturbance of the collagen fibril structure in dermis, increased permeability and the tendency to rupture of the inner elastic membrane of brain arteries combined with a severe intimal atrophy. The absence of the III type collagen in the skin biopsies was shown immunohistochemically. The feasibility of the morphological diagnosis of this syndrome by skin biopsies and the significance of such diagnosis for prevention of complications in a surgical treatment are demonstrated.